
During practice, Magary often serves as the 
referee, a position that gives him the opportunity to 
teach the kids about sportsmanship and fairness. 
“Sometimes, I make bad calls on purpose so the 
kids can practice how to handle their anger and get 
on with the game.”

Making the Grade 
Ward has seen his children change dramatically 
since working with Magary and participating in the 
program. “If the kids get in trouble in school, then 
they can’t play hockey. My daughter was very hot-
tempered and aggressive. Her grades were really 
down but since she’s been in hockey, they have 
gone up.”

His son, he noted, loves hockey so much that it has 
motivated him to change his attitude. A bright young 
man, Fredrion often ran into behavior problems 
while trying to look after and protect his twin sister. 
But since getting involved in hockey, Ward said, you 
can see the difference. “His grades have always 
been good but he handles himself better now.”

Ward says that Magary and the hockey program 
helped Fredrion to understand that if you keep at 
something, you’ll get better and better at it.” For 
Fredrion, Magary is the go-to guy, the person who 
helps him “with reading and math and stuff. He’s a 
great guy. I like him because he can teach me a lot 
of things about hockey.”

Now one of three team captains, Fredrion has 
matured into that leadership role, said Magary. “We 
[his parents, school administrators, teachers and I] 
have seen him focus on controlling his temper and 
following directions. He’s excelled academically over 
the past year. I believe that Fredrion is motivated 
academically in part due to the emphasis we place 
on academics as a prerequisite to belonging to the 
hockey program.”

Using all the tools at his disposal, Magary strives 
to instill in his students the sense that they can not 
only do what he does but that they can surpass 
him. “I’m not their parent but these are my kids in a 
sense.” 

The Go-To Guy
continued from page 5

Legislative Day Aims to Keep Communities In 
Schools in Texas
On January 26, Communities In Schools of Texas 
staff, volunteers and students gathered at the state 
capitol building in support of the organization’s 
efforts to stay in Texas’ new education budget. Texas 
supporters were joined by Communities In Schools 
President Daniel J. Cardinali, Texas Senator Jane 
Nelson and State Representative Myra Crownover 
for a legislative advocacy day, where they asked the 
government to consider the nonprofit organization 
and all the children it serves across Texas when 
planning the budget. 

To alleviate the state deficit, Texas needs to make 
financial cuts. Millions of dollars allocated to school 
districts and the work of Communities In Schools in 
Texas are at stake.

Texas has an unacceptably high dropout rate 
and ranks among the lowest out of 50 states in 
high school graduation. Three out of ten students 
statewide do not graduate from high school.  

“If Texas slashes the education budget, thousands of 
students already at risk of dropping out will lose their 
access to needed community resources, including 
social and health services, mentors, after-school 
programs and many other services Communities In 
Schools provides,” said Daniel J. Cardinali. 

With a state investment of only $236 per student 
each year, Communities In Schools is a wise use of 

taxpayer money. A single class cohort of dropouts 
costs the state $10 billion, primarily in lost wages. So 
in these challenging economic times, Communities 
In Schools is a cost-efficient solution that saves the 
state and school districts money while giving Texas 
children a shot at a brighter future.

“We are looking at other approaches to fund our 
local affiliates in Texas,” Cardinali said. “Whatever 
happens, we will find a way to continue serving the 
students and families there who need us most.”

Communities In Schools of North Texas staff were among those 
advocating for the organization in Austin. (l-r) John Nguyen, chief 
information officer; Connie Kim, program manager; Kathryn Hudnall, 
board member; Jordan Diamond, intern; Aimee Crane, program 
manager; Noemi Escobedo, intern; and Correne Lynch-Fierro, Little 
Elm area coordinator.
Photo by John Nguyen
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Communities In Schools of the Charleston Area, 
S.C., reaped the rewards of its 20th anniversary of 
The Chocolate Affair gala and auction in February. 
Hundreds of guests attended the elegant event that 
began with the judging of desserts donated by local 
restaurants and chefs. The fundraiser set a new 
bidding record that allows approximately 100 at-risk 
students to attend summer camp.

South San Antonio Independent School District’s 
dropout prevention efforts will get help with a 
generous grant from Chase to Communities In 
Schools of San Antonio. The district’s class of 2009 
had a dropout rate of nearly 20 percent, according to 
data from the Texas Education Agency. The grant from 
Chase will fund two dropout prevention programs, 
Early Warning Systems and the XY-Zone. Both 
programs will identify those most at risk of dropping 
out and then address their individual needs. The XY-
Zone focuses solely on working with young men at 
high risk of dropping out.

The FirstSchool Garden Program, operated by 
Communities In Schools of Moore County, N.C., 
received a generous grant from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Carolina Foundation. Through the 
grant, Communities In Schools will be able to expand 
the classroom curriculum, bolster family involvement, 
enhance professional development with teacher 
training through a Sandhills Community College 
partnership, cultivate teen health ambassadors and 
facilitate farm-to-school initiatives.

Communities In Schools of Charlotte, N.C., hosted 
an event aimed at helping local students transition 
from boys to men. The program, called “Man Up,” 
was held at West Charlotte High School. It was a 
summit designed for young men, focusing on taking 
responsibility and preparing for life. With help from 

area fathers, father figures and male role models, 
students were taught some of the tools needed to be 
successful in school and life.

The Garth Brooks Teammates for Kids Foundation 
announced a grant to Communities In Schools 
of Nevada that will extend funding to Clark County 
students dealing with issues such as lack of self-
esteem, violence, lack of parental involvement and 
many other issues that stem from poverty. The 
Teammates for Kids donation will allow Communities 
In Schools of Nevada to continue the project for a 
year and place 17 University of Nevada at Las Vegas 
counseling practicum students at 11 schools in the 
Clark County School District.

A group of students from Ferebee-Hope Elementary 
School and Hart Middle School, served by 
Communities In Schools of the Nation’s Capital, 
got a chance to meet actor Tyrese Gibson during 
the Georgetown/Utah State basketball game at the 
Verizon Center in Washington, D.C. in December. More 
than 60 students were selected to watch the game 
with the actor from box seats donated by Capital One. 
The event was a reward for accepting Mr. Gibson’s 
challenge to enroll in Communities In Schools’ 21st 

Century Community Learning Center Extended Day 
Programs. More than 300 students are enrolled in 
extended day programs at both schools.

The Communities In Schools national office 
congratulates the first cohort of 46 site coordinators 
to graduate with flying colors from the new Site 
Coordinator Certification Program. Site coordinators 
representing 36 Communities In Schools local 
affiliates provided valuable feedback on the new 
program, and completed all 12 required courses to 
further their understanding of the key role they play in 
the Communities In Schools Model. Underwritten by 
PepsiCo, the rigorous, interactive program is designed 
to ensure that site coordinators have core knowledge 
and training to help them effectively deliver services to 
students at risk. 

Rich Farrell, chairman of the board, and Jane Riley, executive direc-
tor, attended The Chocolate Affair to benefit Communities In Schools 
of the Charleston Area.
Photo by Reese Moore, Charleston Magazine

Actor Tyrese Gibson and Essence Brit, a student at Ferebee-Hope 
Elementary in Washington, D.C., shared a moment during the 
Georgetown/Utah State basketball game.
Photo by Tobeka Green
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